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Josua Mata points to the population in the Global South as
those confronted with the greatest challenges: they are the
first victims of Climate Change, have the greatest need of
energy  development,  and  have  more  job  crises  and
government crises. It is no longer possible to continue with
capitalism  and  a  business-as-usual  approach.  The
Philippines  are  fighting  a  dictatorship.  Duterte  was  a  city
council president for 20 years and during this time there were
1,400 deaths, including children, in the name of “keeping the
peace”, and the most worrying thing is that in 2016 he won the
elections with a huge popularity rating and 40% of the vote.
How  does  such  a  dictator  get  elected?  Through  the
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mobilisation  of  rage  and hatred,  and  a  “better  the  maniacal
misogynist devil you know” mentality. Frustration, anxiety and
fear on the part of the workers, following spectacular economic
growth (the 2nd fastest growing economy), without any benefit
from that growth (89% of the wealth retained by 200 families).
In  two  and  a  half  years  in  power,  the  Duterte  regime  is
responsible for 20,000 detahs “in the name of peace” and in the
“war on crime and drugs”.

Organisation  is  necessary  in  the  fight  against  climate
change,  it  is  essential  to  realize  change,  but  how  is  such
organisation possible, how is it possible to maintain efforts to
work  with  other  environmentalist  groups  in  an  organised
manner, with such limited democratic space in the Philippines,
where  the  police  and  military  are  in  possession  of  lists  of
names of “people and organisations of interest”? People have
to revert to the safety mechanisms used at the times of the fight
agains  the  Marcos  dictatorship  to  meet  with  other  groups,
unions  and  human  rights  organisations,  other  coalitions  of
social  movements  and  environmentalist  groups  who  are
“fighting and fearing the same monster”. “If we give up and
stop resisting he has won.” How to convince operatives  and
immigrants  who  voted  for  Duterte  that  he  was  never  the
solution?  The problem was  never  drugs  or  crime,  it  was
poverty, and the reservation of development solely for the
rich and not the poor. Development needs redefining.

In the context of the Clean Air Act, Duterte said that he would
replace half a million mini-bus drivers, who would lose their
jobs,  because  mini-buses  are  responsible  for  much  carbon
emission.  How  to  proceed  with  a  just  transition?  Why



should workers sacrifice their jobs for other people's clean air?
We don't know what the solution is, but we must listen to
the  complaints  and  problems  of  those  who  suffer  in  the
communities.  The  fight  for  the  environment  and
mobilisation of the workers can only happen when related
to everyday problems.

Daniel Angelim  began by recording the passing of 256 days
since  the  assassination  of  Marielle  Franco.  He  went  on  to
explain the structure of the Trade Union Confederation of the
Americas, with various union centres, stressing the diversity of
the integrated organisations, some very progressive and some
very conservative. He pointed to the difficulty of representing
workers from so many countries,  and who face very distinct
political  realities, which results in the weakening of workers'
representation  and  a  scenario  in  which  the  trade  union
movement is weak and scattered in the fight for power.

Latin America and the Global South's environmental fight has
two great challenges:

1:  Just  Transition:  the  main  proposal  of  the  union
movement.  The inevitability  of  transition  is  assumed but
not  in  progress.  The  big  preoccupation  is  social  justice.
Avoiding  workers  having  to  suffer  the  consequences  is  the
principal  demand  of  the  union  movement,  but  the  Paris
Agreement did not define the instruments of participation
in the process, and the social and workers' movements do
not have the strength to bring this transformation to pass.
Despite some members of the coalition being able to asert that



we  are  starting  a  just  transition  through  social  dialogue
between governments, private sectors and unions and workers,
in  the  context  of  Latin  America  and  the  Caribbean  this  is
unrealistic.  For example,  in Brazil,  the three factions are not
able to sit at the table, there's a lack of political confidence in
the private sector, and the government is not legitimate. 

2.  Right  to  Development:  Countries  in  the  process  of
development  feel  that  it  is  “their  turn”  to  profit  from
development.  It  is  impossible  to  get  into  power  whilst
opposing  petroleum  exploration,  soya  fields,  mineral
extraction.  Since 2008/2009, as a consequence of the global
economic  crisis,  the  scenario  has  begun  to  change  in
progressive Latin America which had previously won electoral
victories. Coups in Honduras, Paraguay, Argentina, Chile and
Colombia and the radicalisation of politics on the right indicate
a reduction in the capacity for dialogue and this is an obstacle
to  setting  an  agenda.  With  Bolsonaro's  election  in  Brazil,
reversals in social and laboral policy are coming which have
never  before  been  lived,  even  under  the  dictatorship.  It  is
necessary  to  give  political  relevance  to  environmental
themes (which  are  currently  considered  of  secondary
importance). The position on nuclear energy, for example, can
decide elections. Finally, Daniel considered that moments of
attack from the  right  help  to  deemphasise  that  which  is
divisory and prioritise that which is unitary: the solution is
collective and collectively, the capacity to win exists.



Brian  Ashley referenced  the  alliance  between  labor  and
popular movements which vanquished apartheid in South
Africa and stated that we need a very strong alliance, but
this alliance will not appear by laying the challenge at the
door of  the  workers'  movements.  The  debate  should  raise
serious  questions  to  mobilise  these  movements  and  it  is
necessary  to  establish  a  sense  of  urgency  in  social  and
economic transition. 25 years after the end of apartheid, South
Africa is the country with the greatest disequality in the world,
with  10%  of  the  population  holding  90%  of  the  riches,
unemployment  levels  at  40%,  and  55%  of  the  population
earning less than €60 a month. The social fabric is in a state of
collapse. A woman is raped every 26 seconds. Every 8 hours a
woman is murdered by her partner. The economic development
model  is  extractive:  it  relies  on  the  exploration  of  natural
resources, in which priority is given to multinationals. The new
president is a mining engineer who wants to extract petroleum
from  the  south  of  Sudan,  and  benefits  from  the  actions  of
Glencore.  The  congress  which  led  social  liberation  has
alliances  with  Goldman  Sachs  and  Glencore,  being  also  an
important part of the alliance with the unions, which in South
Africa  are  allied  to  extraction  projects  (mineral,  coal  and
petroleum), being dependent on economic circumstances. The
great disinvestment in the exploration industries meant the loss
of  1.2  million  jobs.  A  break  with  this  model  is  urgently
needed, but most unions are trapped in the development
paradigm, despite the moment of crisis without resolution
of socio-economic problems.  Therefore,  it  is  necessary to
take  the  fight  out  of  the  workplace  through  social
movements.  Brian's  expectation  is  that  the  vanguard  of  the



fight will centre around two points:

• access  to  land,  collective  defence  of  resources  and
territory against exploitation, agribusiness and toursim,
which is a fight derived from class-based fights

• women, who take on all the reproductive work without
social support services for children and the elderly. It is
women's  militancy  which  will  oblige  the  unions  to
involve themselves in fight for just transition.

Q&A

• Workers'  movements  are  much  broader  than  just  the
unions.

• The  transition  agenda  must  come  from  the  public
sector, given that unions involved in the private sector
support any promise of job creation.

• The  communist  dream  is  dead  and  the  social-
democratic  dream is  dying a  death;  nobody wants  to
return to colonialism, but dreams are dying and nobody
believes.

• Our lives are not getting better, they are getting worse.
The fight must be fought to rebuild a new world, with
the  people  who  we  already  have,  with  equality,  and
without bosses.


